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Getting Ready for El Nifio in Ventura County

A strong El Nifo is headed our way, and forecasters expect heavy rain, coastal flooding,
and big surf across Ventura County between late 2026 and early 2027. A little
preparation now can save you a lot of stress later — here's what you can do to get your
home and family ready.

IMPORTANT!! Turn off your automatic irrigation system when it begins to rain.

How to Prepare Your Property
+ Clear your drainage: Take a few minutes to clean out your roof gutters,
downspouts, and any drains on your property. It's an easy way to stop water from
pooling where you don't want it.

+ Grab some sandbags: Your local fire station has free sandbags on hand — stop
by and pick some up to help keep water away from doors and low spots.

« Trimyour trees: Look up and cut away any dead or weak branches that could
come down in strong winds.

» Tie things down: Secure or store patio furniture and anything else in youryard that
could blow around.

Emergency Planning
» Sign up for alerts: Register with VC Emergency so you get real-time updates sent
straight to you: VC Alert — Ready Ventura County.

+ Put together an emergency kit: Set aside water, food, first aid supplies, and any
medicines your family and pets need.

* Know your flood risk: Check whether your home falls within a flood zone. A good
reminder: regular homeowners insurance usually doesn't cover flooding, and flood
policies can take 30 days to kick in — so it pays to check sooner rather than later.

If you're in Camarillo, how you prepare depends a lot on where you live — the flat valley
floor and the hillside areas each face different risks. This storm pattern raises the
chance of both flash flooding and mud or debris flows, especially given the city's varied

terrain.

Where to Pick Up Sandbags in Camarillo

Don't wait for the first big storm to get your sandbags — Ventura County Fire
Department gives out free sand and empty bags to residents. Just bring your own
shovel and plan to fill them yourself. Here are your Camarillo options:


http://www.crestviewwater.org/
https://ready.venturacounty.gov/vc-alert/

+ Station 52, Mission Oaks Station — 5353 Santa Rosa Road. Handy if you're in the
lower Santa Rosa Valley.

« Station 54, Camarillo Station — 2160 Pickwick Drive. Centrally located for the
main valley.

» Station 55, Las Posas Station — 403 Valley Vista Drive. Best bet if you're closer to
the northern hillsides.

Full contact details are here: Sandbag Stations — Ventura County Fire Department.

If the fire stations run low during a busy stretch, Camarillo Home Depot on Ventura
Boulevard and Thompson Building Materials on Flynn Road usually carry sand and
bags too.

Know Your Neighborhood's Risk
Your biggest concern really comes down to where you live:

* Northern hillsides & Santa Rosa Valley — debris flow risk: If your home sits
below the hills on the north side of the city, oranywhere in the Santa Rosa Valley,
keep an eye outfor mud and debris flows. Recentwildfires have stripped vegetation
from those slopes and left the soil less able to absorb water, so a heavy downpour
can send debris rushing down canyons and washes with very little warning.

» Valley floor & Calleguas Creek area — local flooding risk: If you're in the flatter
areas near Calleguas Creek or its tributaries, localized flooding and standing water
are your main concern. Now's the time to make sure your property's drainage is
completely clear.

A Quick Action Checklist for Camarillo Residents
» Check for burn-scar risk: Take a walk around your property. If you see a scarred
hillside sloping toward your yard, it's worth setting up concrete k-rails or a timber
deflection wall before the rains really start.

- Batten down for high winds: El Nifio storms can bring strong winds off the
hillsides. Anchor outdoor furniture and trash cans, and look up for any weak tree
limbs hanging over your roof.

Stay in the Loop
Keep an eye on the City of Camarillo Weather Preparedness portal for real-time

updates and road closures.



https://fire.venturacounty.gov/sandbag-stations/
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/g/1wrtd4wd
https://www.google.com/search?kgmid=/g/1vn18vfz
https://www.cityofcamarillo.org/departments/police/weather_preparedness.php
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El Nino in California: Information & Preparedness Guide
Early September 2026 Update

What is El Nifio?

El Nifio refers to the warm phase of the El
Nifo-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) climate
pattern, characterized by unusually warm ocean
surface temperatures in the central and eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean.

El Nifio is an oceanic phenomenon. It is not a
storm or a series of storms.

In California, El Nifio can significantly influence
atmospheric steering currents and storm track,
often altering typical seasonal precipitation,
ocean temperatures, and coastal weather
hazards.

What is the Forecast for 2026-2027?

A strong El Nifio has already developed in the
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.

There is a very high likelihood (90% chance) of
a very strong El Nifio event through the fall and
winter.

There is a high likelihood (69% chance) of a
historic event that would exceed the strength of
previous El Nifio events dating back to 1950.
Stronger El Nifio events can more significantly
tilt the odds in favor of expected outcomes but
even very strong El Nifio events do not lead to
the expected impact everywhere.

) Seasonal Precipitation Outlook &
= Valid: Dec-Jan-Feb 2026-27
\\ . Issued: August 20, 2026

What are the Potential Weather Hazards
during El Nifo? (These are not a guarantee!)

Enhanced Heavy Rainfall: A warmer ocean
increases the amount of available moisture in
the atmosphere. This can shift global storm
tracks and enhance precipitation in winter
storms, leading to prolonged rain events, flash
flooding, and urban drainage overflow.
Landslides and Debris Flows: Heavy rainfall
on saturated hillsides can increase the risk of
mudslides and debris flows—especially in
recent burn scars and steep topography across
coastal ranges.

Coastal Erosion & Storm Surge: Winter
storms can bring large waves and storm surge
to coastlines. In addition, higher ocean levels
due to warmer than normal waters can lead to
more severe coastal erosion and coastal
flooding, especially during periods of high tides.
Snowpack Dynamics: While warm ocean
temperatures often bring warmer storm systems
(raising rain-snow elevations), strong El Nifio
cycles can yield heavy Sierra Nevada
snowpack at higher elevations, impacting spring
melt runoff.

How Should You Prepare?

Prepare for winter storms like you do every
winter in California with heightened awareness.
Clear storm drainage systems and complete
maintenance on vulnerable infrastructure.
Forecasts, details, and impacts from potential
winter storms come into view in the one to two
week forecast. Coordinate with your local NWS
office for briefings or visit weather.gov for the
latest forecasts, watches, and warnings!
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